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Abstract
This paper presents detailed research on the attitudes and perceptions of African people on corruption. The paper begins by analyzing the studies reported by various researchers across the continent in a collection of country-experiences while basing facts on the evidences drawn across the continent. It has employed extensive research methods of survey and interviews while applying undisputable methods of analysis to collect and analyze relevant data. Findings are based on factual first hand data received throughout the research conducted while putting special emphasis on the underlying factors. The paper concludes on the premise of the big question that seeks to drive the paper, while attempting to validate the hypothetical statement from this research and many others that will come on this subject.  
Introduction
Corruption is a significant problem in various countries, particularly African countries. As is postulated by much research before this, it is the biggest problem not only in Africa but the entire globe today (Mbaku, 2010). It is defined as exploiting the entrusted power or manipulating everything for private gain (Omari, 2020). Corruption exists in various uncountable forms, including influencing government tenders and deals, embezzlement of funds by public officials and politicians, jobs to relatives or acquaintances, and demanding of money by a public servant for delivery of services. According to recent research done by transparency international (2019), Somalia and Sudan were rated at the top of the most corrupt countries out of the 180 countries compared in the world. It becomes a severe situation when out of the top ten most corrupt, half of the countries were all from one continent. This research will focus particularly on political corruption which is corruption present in the mainstream political leadership of the continent. These disturbing statistics form the basis for this research paper, whose aim is to understand people's attitude towards corruption in Africa and, particularly, on the question; is the African person to blame for the inherent political corruption?
Statement of hypothesis
Political corruption in Africa appears to have no end, with the rise in despotic leadership across the continent. Despite calls by various activists and opposition leaders to citizens to be proactive in the fight, it still remains a big challenge even to the common man. Due to this reluctance on the part of African citizens, the African person is therefore to blame for the unending political corruption
Literature review
In a literature review of the book; Corruption in Africa (A threat to social justice and sustainable peace), Elizabeth Nduku and John Tenamwenye (2014) examines deeply the depth of corruption in a continent which loose approximately 148 billion dollars every year to corruption, according to the African Union (Oluwatayo & Ojo, 2018). In a compilation of examined selected countries, it is evident from the various reports that corruption continues to exist in a broken society that continually fails to institute concrete measures. If there are, they are often compromised. According to Tenamwenye, corruption is first a moral issue. Therefore he pleads that there is a need to focus on the personal inner resource better established from the family unit. He further indicates in his chapter that this vice is an indication of a lack of moral integrity, the absence of which creates antisocial behaviors across all spheres of life. The understanding that corruption only exists in the political arena is further erased by his description of each sector's role, from the church, school, health, and business world. From his study and those of the others included in the book, the answer to this solution lies in changing an individual’s attitude, behavior, and character. He emphasizes that it is first a choice, then a disposition of the society. There is, therefore, a thin line between people’s attitudes and the problem that has enslaved and impoverished the continent for decades; he, like Lumumba, therefore blames it among other issues on the weakness in the ethical system of the African people (Lumumba, 2011).
Methodology
Understanding whether African people are tired of corruption requires that this research employs quantitative and qualitative approaches to collect, analyze, and interpret the data. However, there was a challenge of the difference of geographical environment which hindered the central part of the efficiency of the methods I used; however, considering the nature of this research, it was appropriate that I use the following methods in the collection of data. First, I conducted a survey and formulated questionnaires with ten questions, which were online-designed. The questionnaires took into consideration the age, gender, and nationality factors. To boost the trust and improve the honesty in the outcome, I left out the respondents' personal details; the responders had to only key in their nationality, age, and gender. To maximize the findings, I used open-ended questions which did not offer any limitations whatsoever. The time duration for responding was estimated at 30 minutes for each participant.
Second, I conducted interviews with 20 African nationals who had diverse nationalities. With a view of attaining diverse results from across the regions of the continent, I visited four African embassies namely; Kenya, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Nigerian embassy; i made an official request from all the embassies to conduct my interview. I carried out my interviews differently on days that I had been informed the nationals would meet at embassy. Aware that sourcing respondents from the embassy alone would limit my findings to the middle and upper class nationals, I also conducted interviews to three immigrants from West Africa hosted by St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in Brooklyn where I attend on Sunday. The interviews were structured into various sections, which required some short answers from the respondents on their attitude towards corruption and required them to rate corruption in their countries on a scale of 1 to 10. 
The interviews were designed to take approximately 10 minutes. The results were recorded by taking notes, and on occasions where the respondents agreed, a video was taken. The survey data was analyzed using a word-based method to understand the divergent responses collected from a sample population of 23 from various African countries. I particularly used open ended questions as indicated later in the research. I also noted challenges with free information, biasness, and misleading data, especially on the online survey. However, all these shortcomings were addressed by the critical analysis of outliers, the fact-finding on the cross-checking with already existing information on books and Journals.

Survey- Based Findings
Based on underlying issues of religious view on matters as sensitive as  corruption and the biasness that would arise with that phenomenon, I  analyzed my online questionnaires based on age, therefore categorized the findings as follows;


Respondents under 25 years
Most people stated that they would report corruption if they saw one. They stated further that corruption was the main reason for unemployment since most of the respondents at this age bracket presumably were young people. However, the report established that most people within this age did not understand how corruption worked beyond the political arena. There was a general feeling that corruption hindered the quality of leadership given in their various countries. A small percent of the population accepted to have involved themselves in corrupt deals at least at one point in their lives. There was a reluctance to participate in politics, with most respondents stating that they did not want to be part of the "system" since they knew they had to be absorbed into the same insanity that their leaders were in. However, they admitted that there was a problem with society's attitude with how people perceived corruption. In reference to one particular response from an Angolan lady, corruption was perpetuated by the people who failed to hold their leaders accountable for mismanaging public funds in Angola.
Respondents from 25 to 45 years
Few people reported that they would report corruption if they witnessed it in their formal organizations or immediate environment. There was a common sentiment that reporting corruption would not change anything of significance to society. Most people demonstrated an understanding of what constitutes corruption, and they appeared to agree with what others said about corruption. The majority of the people reported that people around them were not surprised about corruption anymore; further arguing that it was not a unique phenomenon. In particular, two respondents from Cameroon and Congo reported unapologetically that corruption was necessary for the economy to run; they gave examples that when leaders do not steal from the public, there will not be “handouts” handed over to the young men and women expecting money when they attend rallies. A large percentage expressed a desire to become leaders, with just a minority indicating that they would act differently to fight corruption despite being a massive thorn in the economy.  Admittedly, they all agreed that they had taken part in corruption in one way or another but were reserved to state how, except two who narrated their employment experience and how they had to pay for the job positions they currently held.  Almost all of the respondents expressed that political corruption could not end any soon since it is in the mentality of every politician and citizens that leadership is an opportunity to become richer.
Respondents above 45 years
Most of the respondents expressed their disheartenment with the state of corruption in their country, attributing the bulk of the problem with the younger leaders. The majority of the people stated that they would report any corrupt activity within their premises. They also understood what constitutes corruption despite having a few hiccups on understanding the extent to which corruption manifested. A large percentage, however, did not wish to be leaders of any type. To them, leadership corrupts the minds into becoming what one never intended. However, on a hypothetical basis, they reported that if they become leaders, they would streamline society's integrity and fight corruption at all costs. The respondents expressed a lack of faith in their check and balance systems, like the churches, anti-graft bodies, and international Agencies.  They all suggested a new form of leadership to solve the never-ending corruption problem in their various countries. Half of the respondents agreed to have participated in corruption at one time in their lives, citing poverty, societal acceptance and lack of anti-corruption structures and systems as the significant aiding factors.
Interviews-Based Findings
I conducted interviews and analyzed my findings based on nationalities since I had established the age parameter on my previous survey. Factors like religion still presented a huge challenge for my type of research since this would interfere with this report's neutrality. However, because I had a small sample of 20 as the population, I categorized them into the following available blocks; South Africa, western Africa and eastern Africa.
South Africa
I conducted interviews to five South Africans and four Zimbabweans. All the respondents expressed disgust with the state of their country’s corruption level. Five out of the nine respondents gave a 90 percent score to the level of corruption in their country, translating to a higher percentage on the regional block. A majority justified their high scores on the government's reluctance in fighting corruption, blaming themselves on their non-involvement to governance issues. All respondents stated that corruption could not end any soon in their countries, personifying it as being alive and omnipresent in all sectors of the economy. One South African citizen added that corruption was never going to end since the government protected those involved. Three of Zimbabwean respondents indicated that the future of their countries would still be characterized by wanton public theft because corruption had existed even before they were born and invited us to witness the sorry dilapidated state some of their countries were in. two south Africans indicated that political parties perpetuated corrupt deals and one prominent party had been named in 2019 for involvement in millions worth theft. All respondents expressed disinterest in governance issues due to the wanton rise of corruption.

Western Africa
An interview with six Nigerian nationals gave a new perspective into the issue of Africans' attitude in view of corruption as all of the respondents admitted that corruption was still a significant challenge in their countries. Two of the respondents from the same country particularly described vividly how one needed to have a strong network of connections in their country, for instance, to be able even to join a prestigious public university; further stating that even so, one still had to bribe their way in. Five out of the six respondents gave a 100 percent rating on corruption in their country. Despite this, the majority of the respondents expressed optimism about the future of their countries. From their response, it was clear that the problem lied majorly with the attitude people had on graft.  war. In view of ied on most corrupt countries out of the 180 countries compared in the world on, poverty which Four out of the six respondents stated that if there would be a change in behavior in small acts which are perceived as having a no bigger impact on the outcome of the society, then corruption would quickly face out. They admitted that Africa was at captivity by its leaders; opposing the “system” was equal to a death sentence. Most people who have fought the state on graft issues have either died or disappeared from the public limelight.
East Africa
East Africa is one of the blocks in Africa where I wished to base most of this research owing to the fact that two of its countries had been listed as the most corrupt by transparency international (2019). I interviewed five Kenyan nationals. All the respondents gave a 100 percent rating on the level of corruption in their country, citing their governments' reluctance in fighting corruption. One respondent stated that despite the fact that her government had declared a hunt on corrupt officials, corruption was still prevalent, especially on state-involved graft, which was quite ironical.  One particular example of corruption illustrated was the looting of COVID19 funds Kenya received from international donors and World Bank, top government officials were named and nothing was since done about it. Therefore, she asserted that corruption could not end any soon for her country and, by extent, the continents. As a researcher, she revealed that in her studies of the same phenomenon, she had found out that the problem originated and lived in the people's minds. She emphasized that unless people changed their reasoning that corruption was there to stay, and nothing could end it, there was no telling the extent to which it could go. 
Immigrants
On an interview with one lady and two gentlemen from Ghana and Mali respectively who had immigrated to the United States from ethnic war, I established that political corruption was prevalent in those countries too. The Ghanaian lady said that political corruption was the worst form of corruption since nobody can fight it. Citizens have no choice but to tolerate the state of things. She rated 100% for the level of corruption in Ghana and indicated that she moved away due to luck of jobs and the insecurity, public money was diverted to personal accounts while citizens still supported and defended their leaders. The two men from Mali indicated also that they, like the rest of the citizens in Mali had no power to fight the state bureaucracy. They expressed that they were afraid of interfering with the “normalcy” in political systems and the daily embezzlement. All the respondents said their governments were deeply involved in most graft cases and therefore there was no way it could be solved. 


Conclusion
The increase in corruption and particularly one that is politically instigated through a deficit in leadership continues to shake the continent's economic, political and social emancipation while casting several doubts on true independence and what it means to live in a post-colonial society. Many people have been forced to relocate to other countries within the continent while others seek outside continents in search of jobs and better opportunities due to the failure of the government systems to provide an environment with a level playing ground for everybody. However, what happens to those who remain in their mother countries despite the corrupt systems that have impoverished the common man leads to the understanding of how adaptation affects their attitudes. Therefore, this report presents the results from research that has delved into analyzing the various attitudes different African people have on the state of corruption, and the significant role they play in the perpetuation of political corruption.
Drawing my evidence from a plethora of studies and this research, it is clear that people’s attitudes have significantly changed over the years from the previously concerned citizens to now the “care-less” attitudes. This is due to the never-ending pattern of corruption, high level bureaucracy, fear of risking one’s life, lack of power to influence change and poverty which prompts one to think only of how to get out of the situation, which could best be described as "the end justifies the means" mentality.  Failure of check and balance systems have also reduced by a large extent the confidence of the public in the graft war, hence deepening the negative attitude of people in their systems to fight corruption (Williams, 2018). Political corruption is partly perpetuated by politicians but majorly supported by the reluctance of most African people to change the situation. Therefore this research posits that the bulk of the blame rests with the African citizens and until that changes, political corruption will still be a top concern.
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APPENDIX A:  SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Age
2. Nationality
3. Gender
4. What is corruption according to you?
5. Would you report corruption if you witnessed one in your organization or environment?
6. What do people around you think about corruption?
7. If you become a leader today, would you act differently from how your leaders act? 
8. According to you, what is the solution to corruption?
9. Have you ever participated in corruption, either directly or indirectly, how?
10. Do you find the society responsible in the way it handles corruption? 


\

APPENDIX B: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How old are you?
2. Which country in Africa are you from?
3. What is your take on world corruption?
4. Where can you rate your country on a scale of 0- 100% in corruption. Why? 
5. According to you, has your country done enough in fighting corruption? How?
6. Do you think corruption can end in your country? Why?
